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Working in partnership to support action research in the classroom




Cams Hill Science Consortium Primary Science Confer  ence

Background

Initially formed in 2001, generous sponsorship from the AstraZeneca Science Teaching Trust has enabled the Cams Hill
Science Consortium to grow and develop over the years to conduct a range of collaborative action research projects.
Each primary teacher has been conducting their own case study into improving teaching and learning of science within
their own classroom and then have been supporting other teachers in their school to do the same.

We have recently published these resources for KS3 via Badger Publishing and our ideas have been included within the
National Strategies resources for Science. In September we will be publishing our primary resources and these will be
commercially available. This conference will share with teachers our ideas, resources and approaches for primary
science prior to publication. As well as the chance to attend the training and workshops, all delegates will receive a CD
containing electronic copies of the Thinking Frames, Topic Overviews and Science Club activities that we have
developed.

Format of the Conference

The conference will consist of a series of hands-on workshops, talks and demonstrations of materials and activities that
teachers have developed and trialled in their own classrooms. Delegates will have an opportunity to participate in 6
workshops out of a range that are on offer during the course of the day. Further details of each of the workshops are
enclosed.

Outcomes
Professional develiopment via workshops run by teachers sharing what has worked for them and their pupils
A CD of practical classroom resources and ideas that have been tried and tested in other schools - including
0 ‘Topic Overviews' to improve planning for all Science Topics Y1 — Y6 in line with the new National Curriculum
o ‘Organic Displays’ for both formative and summative assessment
o Training on how to use the ‘Thinking Frames Approach’ in a variety of ways including the interactive whiteboard
0 Using the ‘Levels Mountains’ with teachers and children to help visualise progression
Practical resources and ideas to support you running a Science Club in your school
A site licence for the use of all of the materials within your school

Target audience

Due to the diversity of our work supporting teaching and learning from Year R through to secondary school, we believe
that this conference has a great deal to offer and will be of interest to Science Co-ordinators, Student Teachers,
Teaching Assistants, primary and secondary teachers.

For further details contact Jane Braisher or Matthew Newberry at Cams Hill School (01329 231641)
jbraisher@camshill.com or mnewberry@camshill.com

Further details of our work can be accessed via www.thinkingframe.com




Workshop
Number

Year

Workshop title

Presenter(s)

A) Using the ‘Thinking Frames Approach’

The benefits of learning through enquiry and the ‘Brainwave-

Heather Ball

Al Year R , . ; . . .
See’ approach with Year R children Shipton Bellinger Primary School
A2 Year 1 The benefits of using the Thinking Frames Approach with Sue Carter
Year 1 Balksbury Infant School
o . Rose Duffy
A3 Ksl The Thinking Frames Approach and ‘Discovery Dog’ i
Uplands Primary School
) L ) Nicola Carr & Pam Meek
A4 Year 5 & | Using the Thinking Frames Approach on the Interactive i i
Year 6 whiteboard Dog_mersﬂeld Primary / Church Crookham
Junior School
Year 3 & | Improving explanations by encouraging the children to value | James Chapman & Ally Douglas
A5 . .
Year 5 each stage of the TF Approach All Saints Junior School

B) The ‘Topic Overviews’ for teacher planning and/o

r as Organic Displays

The benefits of using the Topic Overviews as Organic Sue Carter
B1 Year 1 . )

Displays with KS1 Balksbury Infant School
B 2 Year 3 & | The benefits of using the Topic Overviews for pupil self Pauline Parker

Year 6 | evaluation in KS2 Balksbury Junior School

B3 3 Using the Topic Overviews as an Organic Display and Julia Blencowe

‘Wonderwall’ Oak Meadow Primary School
B4 5 Developing models and modelling through the use of the Melanie Sharpe

Organic Displays

Harrison Primary School

C) Science Clubs and engaging practical activities

Running a successful Science Club — activities and

Melanie Sharpe & Jane Braisher

cl KS2 approaches that motivate the children Harrison Primary School / Cams Hill
School
c2 KS1 &2 | Using “Audacity” - a free digital voice recorder in the Jane Braisher
classroom to motivate and engage children Cams Hill School
c3 L|J<psp2e/r Using “K-Sketch” — a free animation software to help pupils James Doherty
KS3 to visualise sequences of events and produce explanations Ccams Hill School
ca KS2 Kitchen Sink Science — a workshop sharing a range of cheap | Matthew Newberry

practical activities that you can use in the classroom

CHSC

D) The role of the Science Coordinator in raising s

tandards across the school

We have introduced the TF Approach and the Topic Pam Meek

D1 KS2 Overviews into our school and they work. 3 years later how )
do we sustain the momentum? Church Crookham Junior School
2 years in — Advanced Organic Displays and Teacher Nicola Carr

D2 KS2 modelling of the TF Approach to support enquiry skills and ] ]
understanding Dogmersfield Primary School

E) Year 7 and beyond

What happens when they go to secondary school? Using the | Racheal Adams

E1l Year 7 S :
Thinking Frames Approach in Year 7 and beyond John Hanson School
Adapting the Levels Mountain to support pupils learning the | Mel Kirk

E2 Year 7 . .
skills of How Science Works Court Moor School




Our Forces family of
Topic Overviews

We have mapped the key vocabulary
and concepts for all Science topics
from Y1 through to Y6.

All delegates will be provided with
electronic copies of these.

An example of a Year 1 pupil’'s Thinking Frame Harrison Primary School Science Club researching
activity at Balksbury Infants. super-absorbing gel in nappies.
A Year 5 Organic Display being used at The Y3-4 Levels Mountain

Dogmersfield Primary School



